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1. Abstract
China refers to itself as the Middle Kingdom or Zhongguo, but this concept goes beyond

geography. It suggests that the world's cultural, political, and economic hub is China. China's
perspective on international cooperation, including the institutions, laws, and standards that
govern it, has been greatly influenced by this Sino-centrist worldview. Whereas, India always held a
belief in global harmony which was demonstrated in the current G20 summit's logo and the theme
of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.”

This fundamental contrast illustrates the foundation of India and China’s international policies.
The BRI' has already demonstrated China’s international policies which are aggressive due to its
trading practices, and financial enticements alongside other controversies. This paper aims to
analyze China’s perception of the New World Order which was put forth in the form of the Global

Development Initiative, Global Security Initiative, and Global Civilisation Initiative. The strategic

" Belt and Road Initiative



measures taken by India to counter China's New World order will be further examined. The goal of

this paper is to analyze different issues and further offer a way forward.

2. Introduction

Beijing Consensus’ which discusses the political and economic policy of China holds paramount
significance as it has contributed to China’s ‘economic miracle’ and an eight-fold increase in the
gross domestic product in just two decades.” Though China’s economic model does not seem
implementable to every country as it is criticized for having stable politics and high economic
growth at the cost of repression, it does justify the notion of particularity which is in contrast to
universality as promoted by the US model. China’s upward trajectory has bolstered its global
stature due to which countries once reliant on the US now view China as a viable alternative global
power.

It has been reiterated by Jiang Zemin that the first two decades of the 21st century are a period of
strategic opportunities for China which it must seize tightly.4Accordingly, China has utilized its
economic influence and has put forward various initiatives such as the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI -2013), the recent Global Development Initiative (GDI-2021), the Global Security
Initiative(GSI-2022), the Global Civilization Initiative (GCI-2023) and has been relentlessly
pursuing the international community. China presents a new model of 'Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics', incorporating Chinese wisdom and approach to solving global problems.

India, the immediate neighbor of China, playing a significant role in global politics, is critical of
China's BRI and its aggression on the Indian borders. It has taken various measures to tackle the

concerns posed by China's initiatives.

3. Historical Underpinnings of Sino-Indian Affairs

In 1949, China did not recognize India as an independent player.5 India’s postwar non-aligned
movement and independent foreign policy didn’t align with China which deepened the political
divide. However, to combat the US, China used the United Front tactics to persuade countries in

Southeast Asia including India. Consequently, in 1950 India established diplomatic relations with

2 Beijing Consensus’ the term coined by Joshua Cooper Ramo in 2004, also known as the China Economic Model
extensively discusses the political and economic policy of the PRC that was introduced by Deng Xiaoping in 1978.
party

3 Beijing Consensus. Academic Accelerator
4 In November 2002, Chinese President Jiang Zemin stated, “The first two decades of the 21st Century are a period

of strategic opportunities, which we must seize tightly and which offer bright prospects.”Jiang Zemin.16th Party
Conference

5 In 1949, Mao put forth his view that ‘everybody has to lean to either side of socialism or imperialism’ and ‘sitting
on a fence will not do, nor is there a third road.”The Twenty-eichth Anniversary of the Communist Party of China
1949
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China. Despite being culturally, politically, and socially different, they joined hands in the spirit of
‘Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai*® and advocated the Panchsheel Treaty” in 1954.

The India-China relationship deteriorated due to border issues, rebellions in Tibet (1959), and war
(1962). In 1973, Mao Zedong emphasized that India is an appendage to great powers.® China used
Pakistan as a subsidiary strategy to counterbalance India, still an ongoing concern. In 1986, India
granted full statehood to Arunachal Pradesh in response to China's intrusion. After India’s nuclear
test in 1988, when China’s dominant status would be challenged, it joined hands with the uUs.’
Recognizing India's growing influence, bilateral agreementwwas signed in 2000. It encapsulates
China's policy of being more accommodating to India's concerns during existential crises, but at
other times, of being callous disregard. In the 2017 Doklam Crisis, India strategically handled
China's attempt to construct a road in Bhutan that would've caused adverse security implications
for India."! In 2018, China's Foreign Minister urged India to accept and accommodate China’s
strategic interests'’ thereby expecting India to accept China's BRI and CPEC," which conflicts
with India's national interest.

The Ladakh clash in 2020 yet again intensified the contentions. In 2022, China emphasized the
border situation is stable while stressing that friendly relations must be encouraged.“ Thereupon,
China aims to reach a mutual understanding with India to perceive its goal of the new world order.
India, however, maintains its relationship with China is not normal and it will not compromise on
core issues which means ties will not normalize until the border dispute is resolved."

It comprehends that both countries have tried to manage an uneasy peace. Still, current challenges
include unsettled border disputes, imbalanced trade relations, transactional economic relations, and
very little scope for social relations. At the international level, both countries are increasing their

presence across the globe by promoting ideas and discourses that are palatable to the world.

¢ It means India and China are brothers

7 Or Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence

81n 1973, during a meeting between Mao Zedong and Henry Kissinger, Mao remarked that “ India did not win
independence. If it did not attach itself to Britain, it attaches itself to the Soviet Union.” Memorandum of
Conversation between Mao Zedong and Henry Kissinger, 1973

? Close coordination between the US and China is essential to building strong international support behind the
goals to which we are committed in response to nuclear testing by India and Pakistan. Joint Statement on South

Asia iss Presidents Clinton and Jiang Zemin.1

% Tndia-China bilateral World Trade Organization Accession Agreement

" India has consistently taken a positive approach to the settlement of its own boundary with China, along with

the associated issue of the tri-junctions. Ministry of External Affairs, June .2017
2 1n 2018, when the Foreign Minister of China met the foreign secretary of India, he put forth that “It is hoped
that India will handle sensitive issues with prudence and work toward the same goal of promoting healthy

lopment of China-India relations.”
'3 China-Pakistan Economic Project
'*The Chinese Ambassador Sun Weidong in September 2022 stated “The current border situation is overall stable”
hby Am r Sun Weidong, 2 mber. 2022
" Dr. S. Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister of India asserted that the challenges at the border intensified during
the COVID period and India will not agree to any attempt to change the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
unilaterally by China. The Hindu, Dec 2022
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4. China’s Changing Approach in Global Governance.

China aimed to play a bigger role and become a decisive power, despite its relative weakness in
1941." Around 1946, China leaned toward the Soviet Union when the US became a threat."””** In
the 1970s, China acknowledged the international system, mended ties with the US, and became a
member of UNSC."” China's economy underwent reform and its global presence expanded post
Mao's death, but the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre led to international condemnation. To
restore its reputation, China started to engage in multilateralism and integrated with global
institutions and thus, accepted treaties that it was reluctant to enter.” In the first decade of the 21st
century, China became the world’s second-largest economy and created its own multilateral -
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation which also had the purpose of challenging the existing social
norms.

Before Xi Jinping, China's interests primarily focused on economic cooperation, with minimal
conflict. However, under Xi's leadership, the conflict has increased due to issues like the South
China Sea dispute, territorial disputes, and aggressive trade policies leading to a more
confrontational relationship.

China initially avoiding international cooperation on climate change has repositioned its approach
and has strategically used its environmental crisis to press for a significant policy change concerning
climate issues. Though it has taken significant steps for climate protection and has become the
biggest investor in renewable energy,21 its prime investment in the BRI includes coal power plants.
It has advanced that it would not support the construction of coal-fired power plants abroad and
would step up support for green and low-carbon energy which is certainly a difficult transition.”As
the digital world has acquired significance, China also pursues to be a leader in global internet
governance and promotes the idea of “cyber sovereignty.”It is seeking to devalue those external
freedoms by pushing authoritarian principles in global internet governance forums.” In issues such
as climate, it has accepted the international norms whereas in cases such as internet governance and

human rights, it doesn’t.

16 After Germany attacked the Soviet Union in 1941, Mao Zedong spoke about the global anti-fascist front wherein
he COHSIdCI’Cd Chlna to lead along31de Great Britain, the US, and the Sov1et Union.Zedong, Mao. 1943. “Speech at

Tse tung(l‘)l 1949) Vol. 9 9vols 151

7 1n 1946, Zhou Enlai complained that the US was deceitful durmg the struggle agalnst Kuomintang reactionaries
(Chinese Nationalists). h :

'8 The task of the CCP was to drive out aggressive US forces from China.Fight against Imperialist Aggression,
1 Works of M -Tung.194
" United Nations Security Council
** Treaties such as the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty(1992), the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty(1996),
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights(1998).

£ Mapping Chma s Global Governance Ambitions
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https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/tr/pdf/ADA376696.pdf
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/tr/pdf/ADA376696.pdf
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/tr/pdf/ADA376696.pdf

Modern China acquires colonies through economic and political strategies of which BRI is a major

example. For instance, China took ownership of Sri Lanka's Hambantota port as it failed to repay

the loan in which China had invested, and Nepal is still suffering funding challenges in BRI.**Some

countries have recognized the enticement through BRI and have taken a hard line against China,

for instance, Italy(the only G7 country to join it) withdrew from BRL>

5.

China’s Emerging New World Order

5.1 Analyzing Global Development Initiative
When the world was facing development setbacks due to COVID-19, China strategically proposed

its Global Development Initiative at the UN General Assembly in 2021, focusing on eight priority

areas.”® In 2022, over 100 countries, including ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations),

supported GDI, with over 50 joining China's Group of Friends of GDI on the UN platforrn.27

GDI includes smaller-scale projects aimed at public health, poverty reduction, digital industry,

innovation, etc. It is linked to China's goal of building a CCD? for mankind, focusing on grant

and capacity building rather than physical infrastructure, for which BRI was criticized worldwide.
A broad analysis of GDI is as follows:

1.

To promote an alternative approach: GDI is an economic strategy that views development as
material progress sufficient to address issues ranging from poverty to conflicts, thus, endorsing a
state-centric approach to geopolitical goals. Its aim lies in reframing governance and human
rights narratives to counter Western discourse on civil-political and individual rights.

Implicit expressions: China's development approach prioritizes economic growth over human
rights, using terms like 'collective’ and 'common good’ which reflects its practice of state's
collective rights over individual rights and contrasts with universal human rights. These
expressions, though minor, are significant, particularly at the international level, as they can
create or degrade international law and norms.

Individual interests: Similar to BRI, GDI with its efforts to reshape wider global rules and
governance at large also secks to align with China’s national interests. Being a project-based
initiative, it will increase bilateral relations and economic engagements with various nations
thereby creating new market bases for China.

Ambiguity: GDI, is an attractive-looking action with unclear implications. It doesn’t have any
target countries or priority regions, it doesn't have any financial goal or specific timeline to

implement and fulfill its goals. Its reference to the SDG? without specifying its criteria raises

ZHow expensive Pokhara airport could become another China-funded debt trap for Nepal
L Why Is Traly Withdrawing From China’s Belt and Road Initiative?
2 Eight priority areas of GDI : poverty alleviation, food security, pandemic response, vaccines, financing, climate

change, green development, industrialization, digital economy, and connectivity in the digital era.

" Wang Yi, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of PRC, 2022

2 Community Of Common Destiny
29 Sustainable Development Goals


https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202204/t20220425_10673499.html
https://www.cfr.org/blog/why-italy-withdrawing-chinas-belt-and-road-initiative?utm_medium=social_owned&utm_source=li
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/how-expensive-pokhara-airport-could-become-another-china-funded-debt-trap-for-nepal/articleshow/104522372.cms

concerns about its application. It doesn’t have any detailed framework or structure to plan and

prosecute its ideas. The absence of implementable functions makes it skeptical.

5.2 Analyzing Global Security Initiative
The Global Security Initiative was proposed in April 2022. It emphasized China’s commitment to

the vision of common, comprehensive, cooperative, and sustainable security and its rejection of
Cold War mentality, group politics, and bloc confrontation. It mainly articulated the principle of
indivisible security which means that the security of any state is inseparable from others in its
region. GSI aims to put the Chinese understanding of international development in congruence
with the UN’s Charter and thus offers solutions to eliminate the ‘peace deficit' and contributes to
Chinese perspectives on meeting international security challenges. Following is the analysis of GSI:

1. Supplementary Policy of GDI: GSI was considered a supplementary policy of GDI. The
reason for separation is to address China’s security concerns which will help to manage regional
tensions and political demonstrations against Chinese overseas investment in each region.
Notably, each regional security dialogue initiated by China is now under the GSI’s umbrella.®

2. Target Regions: China attempts to create a constructive relationship through this initiative
with some of its preferred countries which it refers to as ‘developing countries’ such as Africa,
Latin America, Central Asia, the Middle East, Pacific Island Countries, and other regions and
sub-regions. The GSI concept paper does not include the US or European Union but may open
some of its initiatives as inclusiveness is one of the key principles in this campaign.

3. Promoting Alternative Security Agenda: China has used the GSI as a diplomatic maneuver
in geopolitics which focuses on strengthening ties with 'developing countries, positioning itself
as a model for domestic security governance, and creating an alternative security agenda, wherein
it may turn a blind eye to various sensitive issues, such as Xinjiang and the Taiwan issue.

4. Attracting Partners: GSI also seems to attract partners by mediating conflicts. For instance,

the Saudi-Iran Peace deal and the 12-point peace plan for the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

5.3 Analyzing Global Civilization Initiative
The Global Civilization Initiative was proposed in March 2023 under the theme, “Path towards

Modernization: The Responsibility of Political Parties.” It was emphasized that tolerance,
coexistence, and mutual learning among different civilizations play an important role in advancing
humanity's modernization process and in flourishing world civilization. Through GCI, China
wants other nations to uphold the equality principle, have an open mindset, refrain from imposing
its values and models, and develop a global network for inter-civilizational dialogue and
cooperation. The GCI portrays China as a partner willing to collaborate with others to promote its
modernization while ensuring global peace and prosperity. The comprehensive analysis of various

aspects of GCI are as follows:

30 Global Security Initiative, CLAWS
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1.

Disregarding International Norms: By advancing its values and arguing against the existing
ones, it disregards the international norms of global governance, thereby conveying that powerful
nations can carry out their preferred plans. For instance, China’s claims in the South China Sea
are unlawful wherein it violates international law by simultaneously creating a veneer of legal
legitimacy for its position.3’1 Also, China took sides in the Russia-Ukraine war and argued that
Russia's actions were purely due to legitimate security concerns and tried to justify it.”?
Community of Shared Future: The Concept paper of GCI uses the term Community of
Shared Future, while a similar term Community of Common Destiny was put forth in 2012.
Earlier, this term was used to link China with Taiwan and was sometimes used to label China's
relationship with developed nations. China also used it during its visits to developing countries
and on multilateral occasions. However, President Xi described the meaning in his speech which
was certainly vague and hollow.*

China's Masquerade: President Xi Jinping proclaimed that China would avoid the "crooked
path taken by some countries to seek hegemony once they grow up.”** In reality, this is not the
case, China is not on good terms with its neighbors due to its hegemonic behavior in various
ways, including military intimidation,” border intrusion, cutting oft trade,”’ bribing foreign
officials,*® gray zone activities,” harassment of contravention of professional norms,*
cyberwarfare* and collusion with other outlaw governments.

China, according to this initiative, aims to promote peace, however, its actions do not imply the
same. For instance, China passed the New National Security Law*in Hong Kong fundamentally
altering the lives of its citizens. The initiative encourages avoiding imposing values on others,
while China continues to engage in repression against six million Tibetans and persecution of
Uyghur Muslims in Xinjiang. highlighting China’s failure to recognize the unique cultural and
religious heritage within its territory.

President Xi's stance against hegemony and power politics is ironic for Taiwan, Australia,
countries surrounding the South China Sea, and Canada, which has experienced displays of
military force, economic sanctions, maritime military aggression, and detention of its nationals

respectively.

4 How China is bending the rules in the South China Sea

32 China warns US, Aljazeera
% President Xi Jinping in his speech at the 70th UN General Assembly described CCD wherein he covers five

perspectives including political partnership, security, economic development, cultural exchanges, and environment

% Military Intimidation

3¢ Border Intrusion in India, The Wire

%7 China’s Economic Coercion

38 Corruption in Belt and Road Initiative, Foreign Policy
¥ China’s Grey zone activities, RUST

*2 Hong Kong National Security Law, BBC
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https://edition.cnn.com/2018/11/03/politics/navy-unsafe-encounters-china/index.html
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https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/15/the-belt-and-road-initiative-is-a-corruption-bonanza/
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https://thewire.in/security/ladakh-china-intrusion-dsdbo-road-indian-army
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GCI's promotion of a dialogue “between civilizations” is not meant to extend to the diversity
found within its territory which is demonstrated by its total control over the internet and public
discourse.

4. Civilization v. Countries: China's ambiguity of the terms "countries” and "civilizations" is
reflected in Xi's GCI speech, which swings mindlessly between the two terms. The focus on
"civilizations" may favor China and other nations with ties to former empires, such as Beijing's
current illiberal allies Iran (Persia)and Russia, and the Global South nations China is courting,
such as Egypt and Turkey, while marginalizing the position of the United States as a relatively

new and diverse actor in "civilizational” terms.

6. India’s Viewpoint
6.1 India’s Current Global Scenario

India, despite facing invasions and imperialist attempts to deteriorate its rich culture, heritage,
economy, and resources, has regained power and maintained its peaceful nature, endeavoring for
mutual respect and cooperation. Since its independence, India has endorsed non-alliance and has
advanced the concept of world peace and the welfare of mankind. There has been substantial
transformation in India’s role in global governance since the arrival of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wherein India is striving to be a leading nation rather than merely being a balancing power.
EAM, Dr. S. Jaishankar summarized India’s current aim when he stated, “As larger international
politics is concerned, India welcomes the growing reality of a multi-polar world, as it does, of a
multipolar Asia.”*®

India strives to attain continental stability by developing bilateral relations across South Asia, South
East Asia, and the Indo-Pacific region. Its intensifying links with organizations like BIMSTEC*
and ASEAN™ have helped to establish itself as a significant partner in the broader Asian region.
India’s active maritime presence in the Indo-Pacific region is an incremental step towards addressing
China's concerns. India's historical and civilizational links make it a unique partner and cultural
diplomacy plays a significant role in enhancing relations within the region. One of the most
prominent strategies of Indian cultural diplomacy vis-a-vis ASEAN has been the restoration of
temples across the region.46

India has been maintaining its strategic autonomy by simultaneously engaging with the US and
Russia. It made remarkable engagements with the Middle East region thereby improving energy

supplies and foreign investment. Its ties with France, Germany, and the UK support its economic

3 Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, “TISS Fullerton Lecture.”

i Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (Members: India, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Nepal, Sri Lanka)

* Association of Southeast Asian Nations(Members: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam)

* Rising India: A Welcome Partner for ASEAN?
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and technological development. It has become a champion of the Global South’s interests, visible
during its G20 Presidency. It expresses its relative presence by collaborating with various global
forums such as QUAD", which is one of the primary frameworks of choice for dealing with China.
Its cordial relations with all, subsequently, also pose a challenge in a period of uncertainty as it may
lack a reliable partner.

India’s "diaspora diplomacy" i.e. worldwide diaspora serves as a soft power and fully transferable
political vote bank. Many individuals of Indian origins presently serve in important political
positions, thus, enhancing India’s stature extensively.

India is embracing flexible diplomacy in foreign policy, crafting partnerships, prioritizing national
interests plus maintaining neutrality. For instance, despite pressure from the West, India defended
its oil imports from Russia amid the Russia-Ukraine war* and saved roughly $2.7 billion by
importing discounted Russian oil during the starting nine months.”” Additionally, banning
Chinese apps was a strategic and national security move, which also had a bigger message to big

Chinese companies as they received serious economic drawbacks.

6.2 India’s Strategic Responses

1) The FDI* Regime
During a period when the global economy was disrupted due to COVID-19, the People's Bank
of China increased its stake in HDFC from 0.8% to 1.01% in April 2020.” Raising concerns
about China's investment policies, India amended its FDI policy, making government approval
mandatory for FDI from countries with a land border,”” as a major response to curb
opportunistic takeovers/acquisitions of domestic firms. This heightened domestic companies'
apprehension about Chinese investments. Recently, India rejected the Chinese Company's
manufacturing project due to security concerns. Rejecting this project doesn't imply that India
opposes Chinese investment. In actuality, despite tensions, India is open to Chinese
investment.”

2) Restriction on Public Procurement
India on the grounds of National Security, barred Chinese firms from bidding for public
procurement of goods and services. This step affected the procurement of goods and services by
private companies from China. Due to the restrictions, Public sector banks and
government-controlled financial institutions may not fund private projects with Chinese

connections. Also, many state-run companies may review the already awarded contracts to

* Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Members: India, United States, Australia and Japan)

8 Since the start of the Russia-Ukraine war. India has emphasized the need for diploma

defending its independent stand, which prioritizes the country's energy and food security.
* India’s Flexible Diplomacy

>0 Foreign Direct Investment

%2 Foreion Direct I Policy of Indi

22 India has rejected a $1 billion manufacturing proposal from Chinese automaker and battery maker BYD.
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Chinese companies. Thus, by such a move China would not be able to put forth its new
initiative in India due to restrictions.

3) Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (Self-reliant India Campaign)
The most significant step taken by the Modi government in 2020 is the articulation of a vision
of Self-Reliant India in which though India engages with the world, it can fulfill the domestic
needs of the country. One of the major intentions behind the creation of this campaign also
includes the reduction of Chinese dependence. Other schemes such as the Make in India,
Production Linked Incentive(PLI) Scheme, and Vocal for Local campaigns encourage Indians to
produce their own goods, support indigenous products and thereby foster the economic growth
of India and decrease its dependency on other countries. The China Plus One Policy™ has
rendered India a great opportunity to present itself as an alternative destination for MNCs™ and
businesses wherein India has emerged as a great manufacturing hub. India achieved its
highly-driven target of overall exports (merchandise and services) of USD 770 billion in FY
2022-23, registering a growth of 13.84 percent.%

4) India’s Current Initiatives
India’s criticism of the BRI is accompanied by India’s initiatives, such as the India-Middle East
Europe Economic Corridor, The Trilateral Highway Project (India-Myanmar and Thailand),
the Chabahar Port with Iran, and India’s Neighbourhood First Policy. These infrastructural and
connectivity initiatives have their importance compared to China’s BRI. The Reserve Bank of
India has also undertaken a pilot project concerning the promotion of the Central Bank Digital
Currency (CBDC) which can play an important role in cross-border payment.”” The India-US
deal for the semi-conductor unit which is one of the recent tech-projects has increased the
country’s economic competition against China.

5) The G20 Summit
The current G20 Summit which was held by India, in the absence of leaders of Russia and
China, is considered to be a great victory for India. Various factors led to the current G20
Summit a success, such as the inclusion of the 55-nation African Union intensified India’s stand
for leading the Global South and India strengthened economic ties with the US and Europe.
India’s G20 presidency had a significant impact which has led India to be considered as a
potential leader of the Global South, replacing China.

6) China’s New Standard Map
China released the “2023 edition of the standard map of China”, which shows the entire
Arunachal Pradesh and the Aksai Chin region within China’s borders. China has constantly

carried out such actions of including India’s territory on its map. India has outrightly rejected it,

5* China Plus One Policy is a strategy in which companies avoid investing only in China and diversify their business
to alternative destinations.
5 Multinational Corporations
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7)

and in a statement, India’s Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
categorically stated that “Arunachal Pradesh is, has been, and will always” be an integral part of
India. An interesting response was given by the Ex-Army chief Manoj Naravane in which he
shared a map of China on X(formerly Twitter) which is as follows:

China’s Standard Map India’s Unofficial Response

e 8 ~ Manoj Naravane
- ) ., S @ManojNaravane

Finally someone has got the map of China as it really is.
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Source: Oplndia Source: India Today

Response to China’s String of Pearls Doctrines

'String of Pearls®® doctrine, along with China’s current initiative, is a threat to India’s security.
India has used a multi-pronged strategy that involves building ports, extensive Coastal
Surveillance Radar (CSR) systems to track Chinese Warships and Submarines, importing
state-of-the-art surveillance planes that can track down Chinese submarines, operating Airports
in the neighboring country to keep a check on the Port built by China, deepening defense ties,
expanding bilateral relations with South Asian countries, Island nations in the Indian Ocean
region, Southeast Asian Nations, and carrying out regular military exercises with navies of USA,

Japan, Australia.

Challenges

Dependence on China: Trade with China constitutes more than 40% of India’s total trade
deficit.’Chinese products have a strong presence in India making the supply chain more
vulnerable. MSMEs (produce expensive but better quality products) face the repercussions of
importing cheap Chinese goods as they dominate the unorganized retail sector.

Ineffectiveness of Trade Remedial Measures: The Standing Committee’s Report on the

Impact of Chinese Goods on Indian Industry noted that: (i) India’s anti-dumping duties on

58 String of Pearls' refers to a geopolitical theory of the network of Chinese military and commercial facilities
developed by China in countries falling on the Indian Ocean between the Chinese mainland and Port Sudan.
59 Impact of Chinese goods on Indian Industry, PRS Legislative Research
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Chinese goods are being evaded by misclassification of products, and (ii) the government is
reluctant to review the effectiveness of anti-dumping measures undertaken by it. Also, the 48th
Report of the public accounts committee “Levy of Anti-Dumping Duty on Imports” observed
various shortcomings in the system-based assessment of levying ADD.® There have been illegal
imports and smuggling of Chinese goods into the Indian market, one of the reasons noted is
that the concerned agency works in a challenging environment with a small workforce.

Threat to National Security: China has developed naval bases in Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and now
Dijibouti (the latter with some 5,000 troops based there), and is participating in naval exercises
with the Russians in the Sea of Japan, the Mediterranean, and even the Baltic.*India faces a
tactical disadvantage due to the security partnership of its two hostile neighbors (China and
Pakistan) creatinga “Two-Front War’ scenario.

China’s Hegemony: China’s influence in various multilateral organizations such as the UN and
the recent Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank constrains India’s scope of influence and its
interests in such forums. It creates a major hurdle in India’s quest for its recognition as a great
power. China has taken significant advantage of the deteriorating relations( due to a variety of
historical and political factors) of India with its neighbors such as Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Maldives, Bhutan, and Nepal. It thereby decreases India’s influence in the region.

A Stumbling Block: Andaman and Nicobar Islands is one of India’s most important strategic
assets due to its location. Its development increases India’s geostrategic presence in the Bay of
Bengal region and provides an economic advantage. Its militarization will also work as a
checkmate to China’s threat in the South Asian region. But, one of the important initiatives i.e.
the Great Nicobar Island Project® which is an important step for the holistic development of
India’s strategic asset faces various challenges and thereby hampers national interest.
Recommendations

Reduce Dependency: Selective and gradual phasing out of Chinese imports is possible wherein
judiciously choosing the products of imports will help in decreasing the overall imports. For
instance, decreasing imports of non-essential products such as toys, sports items, plastic goods,
etc. The substantial alternative is domestic production as low-cost labor and improving
infrastructure (development of Toys Clusters under - SFURTI®) are green flags to this industry.
The government also plans to extend the PLI scheme to the toys sector. Recommendations to
further boost this sector:

Upskilling artisans and organizing the sector to meet the evolving demand.

Shifting from traditional toys to innovative toys such as culture-rich board games and

voice-interactive Al-powered toys.
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Toys must be included in the Free Trade Agreement and subsidies must be provided for its
export.

Regulating the customs and import duty periodically to facilitate ease of doing business.
Improvement of Domestic Industry:

A comprehensive evaluation (considering the views of all stakeholders) of each industry must be
carried out to explore manufacturing challenges, market demands & emerging opportunities,
capital requirements, investment and financing possibilities, and other concerns in particular.
It's an important step as negligence can create complications, for instance, Textile Parks were
built under the Scheme for Integrated Textile Parks (SITP), but instead of enhancing the
conditions it created challenges as they were built in the outskirts and isolated areas.”*

The schemes initiated by the government must be modified and amended frequently to meet the
evolving demand and reduce obstructions. For instance, the PLI scheme must also be extended
to the micro sector which has been largely overlooked.

There must be the creation of trustworthy platforms to bring together various Multinational
Companies and MSMEs to encourage their association with the global marketplace and
accelerate the FDI.

Workshops and Programmes must be organized to enlighten them which may include
mentorships under branding strategies, vendor sourcing, technology expertise & technology
implementation, market research, commercialization and scaling up of business, and so on
Economic Reforms: A robust trade policy with a judicious mix of anti-dumping and tariff
policies will yield great results.

Recruitment of new staff in the concerned ADD agency to create a strong workforce.

The Free Trade Agreement must be reviewed- If Chinese-made goods are diverted through
friendly countries with which India has free trade agreements, a circumvention clause may be
invoked wherein customs can request details to find out how the Rules of Origin Regulations
(ROR) were followed.

Global Linkages:

India must diversify imports of materials and components that are concentrated in China by
engaging with resource-rich anti-China nations like Japan, Vietnam, and Taiwan. It must enter
into resilient financial and trading agreements with such countries.

It must facilitate government-to-government and business-to-business high-level discussions
with various countries and companies to have astute global linkages that may provide trusted

connectivities.

“Under a study report of Review of the Scheme for Integrated Textile Parks (SITP), it was found that the textile
parks were built at the outskirts or isolated locations which had poor road connectivity and created challenges such
as low investments, transportation, and logistic issue which hampered employee and buyer access.
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5. Strategic Assets: As discussed earlier the challenges faced in the Great Nicobar Island project,
completely abandoning the project would hamper the nation’s effort to improve its strategic
assets and primarily the livelihoods of the people living in that area.

a) The project can be strengthened by lobbying, negotiating, and gaining support from all
stakeholders. The transparency of every process must be ensured to prevent further
controversies and criticisms.

b) An interactive social program can be conducted wherein the locals must be made conscious of
the utility of this project. Further, their voice must also be heard and accordingly, the project
must be modified based on consensus.

6. Improving Market Access: India must focus on improving its market access in China to
reduce its trade deficit.

a) Expansion of Indian firms in China.

b) Creation of reliable platforms to engage with the Chinese private sector.

c) Strengthening India’s concerned commerce agency in China to deal with challenges faced by

Indian companies.

9. Conclusion

The era of double-digit growth in China is over and it has entered into a ‘new normal’” wherein a
high growth rate turns into a medium growth rate due to many structural problems in the
economy. However, China's growth has a significant impact on global governance. Due to its
immense size, the effects of its actions invariably extend beyond its boundaries. Furthermore, there
is proof that the Chinese government has actively participated in a variety of policy domains to
uphold China's growing national interest and elevate its stature internationally.

In response, along with defending its territorial integrity and sovereignty, India seeks to prevent
Chinese hegemony in Asia and carve out a strategic niche for itself as a major power in a multipolar
region. In conclusion, India is evolving as a powerful nation. However, there are still many concerns
that need to be addressed to tackle the hegemonic behavior of China through its new initiatives. To
counter China, India not only needs to extend its relationship with other countries and embrace

multilateralism but it also needs to look towards its development.

10. References

1) Zhang, D. (2018). The con f ‘Community of Common Destiny’ in China’s diplom
meaning, motives and implications. Asza €9 the Pacific Policy Studies, 5(2), 196-207.

2) Mochtak, M., & Turcsdnyi, R. (2021). Studying Chinese Foreign Policy Narratives: Introducing
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Press Conferences corpus. Journal of Chinese Political Science,
26(4), 743-761.

3) China’s Approach to Global Governance. Council on Foreign Relations, Accessed 20 Nov.

2023.

4)  Singh Teshu China’s New Artifice: Global Security Initiative - Indian Council of World Affairs
(Government of India).Accessed 20 Nov. 2023.



https://doi.org/10.1002/app5.231
https://doi.org/10.1002/app5.231
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-021-09762-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-021-09762-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-021-09762-3
https://www.cfr.org/china-global-governance/.
https://www.cfr.org/china-global-governance/.
https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=3&ls_id=7462&lid=4998
https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=3&ls_id=7462&lid=4998

6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

11)
12)

13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)

19)

20)
21)

22)
23)

24)

25)

Ashley J. Tellis. India as a Leading Power. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Apr.
2016.

Singh Abhijit. Despite the Excitement, India’s South China Sea Policy Remains Unchanged

Lowy Institute. Accessed 20 Nov. 2023.

R. Evan Ellis. The Trouble With Cbma; Glolml szzlzzdtzon Initiative. 1 Iune 2023.

Dokku Nagamalleswara Rao. “Global Security Initiative Concept Paper’: China’s Road Map
for New Security Architecture.” Centre for Land Warfare Studies, 10 Apr. 2023.

“India’s Role in the World Today: A Look at Its Influence Across Continents.” Unacademy,
Accessed 20 Nov. 2023.

Nikitha. “Impact of Banning Chinese Apps in India.” BEFB Associates LLP, 8 Sept. 2020.

Oiwan Lam. “As Xi Jinping Snubs the G20 Summit, India Replaces China as Leader of the
Global South.” Global Voices, 13 Sept. 2023.

Smita Dubey, and Harish Kumar Dubey. Atmanirbbar Bharar Abbiyan. July 2020.

“Suring of Pearls: Strategic Implications and India’s Response.” BYJUS., Accessed 20 Nov. 2023.

India’s Economic Enmqement with China. Vision IAS.

Global Development Department of Economlc and Soc1al Affalrs Accessed 20 Nov 2025
Bolstering Confidence and Jointly Overcoming Difficulties To Build a Better World. Accessed
20 Nov. 2023.

CHINA GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE (GDI) | Association of Accredited Public

Policy Advocates to the European Union. Accessed 20 Nov. 2023.

king China’s Global Development Initiative | L. Insti 1A 2022, A
20 Nov. 2023.
Fikayo Akeredolu. Don’t Sleep on China’s Global Development Initiative. 12 July 2022.
Alice Ekman. China’s Global Security Initiative. European Union Institute for Security Studies,
March 2023
“Relevance of Atmanirbharata.” Drishti IAS, 15 Mar. 2022.

Dr. Sanjeev Kumar. One Year of China’s Global Development Initiative: High on Rhetoric,
Low on Substance? - Indian Council of World Affairs (Government of India). 14 Sept. 2022.
Gokhale, Vijay. A Historical Evaluation of China’s India Policy: Lessons for India-China
Relations. Carnegie India, 13 Dec. 2022.

PTT. “India’s Response to Terrorism, Border Skirmish Shows Country Won’t Be Coerced by
Anvbody: Jaishankar.” Deccan Herald, Accessed 25 Nov. 2023.



https://carnegieendowment.org/files/CP_268_Tellis_India_final1.pdf.
https://carnegieendowment.org/files/CP_268_Tellis_India_final1.pdf.
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/despite-excitement-india-s-south-china-sea-policy-remains-unchanged.
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/despite-excitement-india-s-south-china-sea-policy-remains-unchanged.
https://thediplomat.com/2023/06/the-trouble-with-chinas-global-civilization-initiative/.
https://capsindia.org/xi-jinpings-global-civilisation-initiative/.
https://www.claws.in/global-security-initiative%E2%80%82concept-paper-chinas-road-map-for-new-security-architecture/.
https://www.claws.in/global-security-initiative%E2%80%82concept-paper-chinas-road-map-for-new-security-architecture/.
https://unacademy.com/content/nda/study-material/indian-history/indias-role-in-the-world-today-a-look-at-its-influence-across-continents/.
https://unacademy.com/content/nda/study-material/indian-history/indias-role-in-the-world-today-a-look-at-its-influence-across-continents/.
https://bnblegal.com/article/impact-of-banning-chinese-apps-in-india/.
https://globalvoices.org/2023/09/13/as-xi-jinping-snubs-the-g20-summit-india-replaces-china-as-leader-of-the-global-south/.
https://globalvoices.org/2023/09/13/as-xi-jinping-snubs-the-g20-summit-india-replaces-china-as-leader-of-the-global-south/.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343139784_ATMANIRBHAR_BHARAT_ABHIYAN_AN_ANALYTICAL_REVIEW.
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/chinas-string-pearls/.
https://d19k0hz679a7ts.cloudfront.net/value_added_material/India%27s-economic-engagement-with-China.pdf.
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/global-development-initiative-building-2030-sdgs-stronger-greener-and-healthier-global.
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/global-development-initiative-building-2030-sdgs-stronger-greener-and-healthier-global.
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_665391/202109/t20210922_9580293.html.
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjdt_665385/zyjh_665391/202109/t20210922_9580293.html.
https://www.aalep.eu/china-global-development-initiative-gdi.
https://www.aalep.eu/china-global-development-initiative-gdi.
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/unpacking-china-s-global-development-initiative.
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/unpacking-china-s-global-development-initiative.
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/dont-sleep-on-chinas-global-development-initiative/.
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/Brief_5_China%27s%20Global%20Security%20Initiative.pdf
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/Brief_5_China%27s%20Global%20Security%20Initiative.pdf
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-editorials/relevance-of-atmanirbharata
https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=3&ls_id=7916&lid=5287
https://www.icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=3&ls_id=7916&lid=5287
https://carnegieindia.org/2022/12/13/historical-evaluation-of-china-s-india-policy-lessons-for-india-china-relations-pub-88621.
https://carnegieindia.org/2022/12/13/historical-evaluation-of-china-s-india-policy-lessons-for-india-china-relations-pub-88621.
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/indias-response-to-terrorism-border-skirmish-shows-country-wont-be-coerced-by-anybody-jaishankar-1181186.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/indias-response-to-terrorism-border-skirmish-shows-country-wont-be-coerced-by-anybody-jaishankar-1181186.html

