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1. Abstract
The following paper is aimed at understanding the readiness of India for the Taiwan Conflict in
depth along with all the other significant aspects that are connected to it. While doing so, this paper
shall delve into the historical causes of the conflict and its repercussions on the global scale, various
international players involved, general trends and happenings over the years, etc. The paper will also
ponder upon principles and axioms of international peace and security and try to understand the
Taiwan conflict in its entirety from the perspective of peace and conflict study of International
Relations. The paper aims at carefully examining the nuances of ‘India’s Act East Foreign Policy’
among other foreign policies and put forth policy recommendations in accordance with its national
interest and international law which would clarify India’s stance upon the Taiwan conflict. To
conclude, the paper envisages a summary of the Taiwan Conflict for the reader and puts forth the
modus operandi of the actors concerned with the issue in accordance with the principles of
international law.

2. Introduction

The map above indicates PRC and RoC with their weapon systems along with their respective
ranges and distances. It also displays the allies of the respective countries. With China being largely
shown in red, on the other hand, the US and its allies such as Japan, South Korea, Philippines,
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Vietnam and Taiwan are shown in gray. The map also shows two strategic bases of the US Air Force
Guam and Okinawa Air Bases.

The Taiwan conflict refers to economical, political and social problems that have been happening
over the years since 1949 over both the sides of the Taiwan strait. The disputed parties include The
People’s Republic of China(Beijing) and The Republic of China(Taipei). The People’s Republic of
China (PRC) is becoming more assertive about unifying Taiwan with the mainland. It is a possibility
that Chinese actions and incursions could lead to a direct stand-off between China and the United
States. The Taiwan question is no ordinary unresolved geopolitical problem. It is of extreme
international importance because it involves two stalwarts of international politics namely the USA
and China. It is safe to say that the Taiwan conflict is a matter of prestige for both the countries
because, for the PRC, the Taiwan question is intolerable and a matter of national humiliation that a
part of what it considers its territory still remains “independent” of its control and as for the United
States, the PRC’s forcible seizure of Taiwan will strike at the very root of the idea that it is the
defender of freedom and democracy across the world.

Geopolitically, there will be significant implications for India’s national security, both directly as well
as in the broader regional context, if Taiwan is reunified with the PRC. Conflict or tensions in the
Taiwan Strait are, therefore, not in India’s interests. As an important regional player with growing
interests across the Indo-Pacific, India cannot avoid playing its part in trying to defuse tension and
prevent war. One of the most important reasons why the Taiwan conflict can prove to be a
gamechanger for India in international politics is that by tackling the conflict diplomatically and in
accordance with its national interest as well as in accordance with the principles of international law
related to conflicts, India can establish itself to be a responsible regional power.

India was the second ever country to give recognition to the People's Republic of China. Chiang
Kai-shek of the Kuomintang party of nationalists had visited India in 1953 and had even addressed
India through the All India Radio for having a greater impact on Indian masses and to portray the
India-China bond as unbreakable. India has also historically adhered to PRC’s ‘One China’ policy
over the years and has even mentioned it in its joint press releases . However, a major unfolding was
witnessed when India stopped mentioning the use of ‘One China’ policy in its official records from
2010 onwards. This is a major subtle change in the foreign policy of India.

However, Arindam Bagchi, MEA spokesperson when questioned about the air incursion done by
China into Taiwan airspace following US House of Representatives speaker Nancy Pelosi, quite
diplomatically answered. He commented on the issue by saying ‘It was concerned about the
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developments happening around the self-governed Taiwan. Unilateral actions that look to change
status-quo should be avoided.’ When asked about its stand on ‘One China policy’ MEA
spokesperson said “India’s foreign policies are well known and do not require any re-iteration’

US officially acknowledges the ‘One-China policy’ but also on the contrary assists Taiwan in
military equipments and training through its Taiwan Relations Act, 19791. With active powers such
as the US, South Korea, Russia and Japan involved, maintaining peace and stability in the region
can prove to be extremely challenging. Global trade and supply chains could be adversely impacted
in times of a full blown conflict as the strategic location of Taiwan is such that it provides access to
the Pacific Ocean which leads to the US. Blockages of choke points in water bodies surrounding
China and Taiwan can have a drastic impact upon the global economy as transport of essential
goods and services will come to a halt.

3. Decoding the Taiwan Conflict
Taiwan is an island located off the coast of mainland China and separated by the Taiwan strait. It is
part of a string of islands off the coast of East and Southeast Asia extending from Japan, through the
Philippines to Indonesia. Taiwan is bounded to the north and northeast by the East China Sea, with
the Ryukyu Islands (the southernmost part of Japan) to the northeast.2 (see the map below)

Taiwan was a Dutch colony for a brief period from 1624-1661 and from 1664-1668. The Dutch East
India Company came with the intention of trading with the Ming Empire in China and the
Tokugawa Shogunate of Japan. After Dutch rule, the dynasty which is often credited to be the
foundations of modern day China - the Qing dynasty emerged and ruled over China and Taiwan
from 1683 to 1895.

The major indications of the conflict were observed in the 19th and 20th century. The timeline of
the present day conflict can be traced as follows:

2 See image :
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drishtiias.com%2Fdaily-updates%2Fdaily-news-analysis
%2Fchina-taiwan-conflict&psig=AOvVaw0o6A7hDPG6yQBYJwnVJJnV&ust=1692950923683000&source=images&c
d=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBAQjRxqFwoTCKCtpuTr9IADFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE

1 See - Drishti IAS

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/china-taiwan-conflict
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/china-taiwan-conflict
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/china-taiwan-conflict
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/china-taiwan-conflict
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/chinese-incursions-in-taiwan
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● In 1895, after losing the first Sino-Japanese war, the Qing dynasty had to cede Taiwan to
Japan. 50 years later after World War Two ended in 1945 and the Imperial Japanese Empire
lost, it surrendered and relinquished its control over Taiwan.

● Taiwan then came under the rule of Republic of China (referred to as RoC henceforth.) In
the next few years an internal civil war, which had already been happening in China since
1911 intensified.
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● The parties engaged in the civil war were: Chiang Kai-shek and his nationalist group-
Kuomintang(KMT) backed by the US and allies who were fighting against the Communist
forces led byMao Zedong supported by the USSR.

Background of the dispute:

● The rebellion against the nationalist forces had been happening since 1911 which intensified
after the second world war. Chiang had little success in rallying Chinese nationalism to win
an unpopular war against the Communists.3

● Eventually, Chiang Kai-shek’s troops were defeated by Mao. Chiang and the remnants of his
Kuomintang party around 1.5million people fled to Taiwan. He established the Government
in exile of the Republic of China in Taiwan.

● Much later, President Lee Teng-Hui made constitutional changes in Taiwan when he was the
president from 1988-2000 which earned him the title of ‘Mr.Democracy.’ These reforms
made way for the non KMT presidents to come in the following years.

International consequences of the dispute:
● Meanwhile, the international politics surrounding the Taiwan conflict was such that the

West initially supported Chiang Kai-shek’s Republic of China (Taiwan) in the UN. It held
China's seat on the United Nations Security Council and was recognised by many Western
nations as the only Chinese government.

● But by 1970, many nations started considering the fact that the Taipei government cannot be
considered to be the sole government of China as millions still live on the mainland and are
ruled by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in the name of People’s Republic of China
(PRC).

● In 1971, the UN switched its diplomatic recognition to PRC. In 1978, PRC also began
initiating economic measures which led to the rapid growth of China as we know today. The
USA established relations with Beijing in 1979.

3https://www.crf-usa.org/images/t2t/pdf/WhyDidCommunistsWinChineseRevolution.pdf

https://www.crf-usa.org/images/t2t/pdf/WhyDidCommunistsWinChineseRevolution.pdf
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In the present day, even if an actual conflict between the United States and the PRC does not take
place, Chinese coercion of Taiwan might disrupt the freedom of navigation in the Taiwan Strait. It
will have severe, possibly devastating repercussions for Asian geopolitics and geoeconomics. The
People’s Republic of China (PRC) is becoming more assertive about unifying Taiwan with the
mainland. Possible Chinese action could lead to a response by the United States with significant
international ramifications.

The main reasons for friction between the relations of China(PRC) and Taiwan(RoC) are attributed
to the following factors:

1.1. Sovereignty and Territorial claims - Both the independent entities claim to be the
legitimate government of all China. The PRC insists that Taiwan is an integral part
of its territory and has never renounced the use of force to bring Taiwan under its
control. On the other hand, the ROC governs Taiwan as a separate entity with its
own government, military, and constitution.

1.2. Involvement of other International powers - US, South Korea, Japan and other
democratic powers in the Indo - Pacific and the South China Sea naturally support
Taiwan due to the virtue of it being a democracy. On the other hand, China is
supported by the Communist and Totalitarian regimes such as Russia and North
Korea respectively. And with US, China, Russia and North Korea being nuclear
powers makes this whole conflict even all the more intertwined.

1.3. History: the main cause of conflict - The seeds of any conflict on the global stage lie
in the very history of the nations concerned. The Taiwan conflict has its roots all the
way back in the Qing dynasty, the Japanese empire to the 20th century Chinese Civil
War and the Revolution which was spearheaded by the Communists. In 1949 the
communists emerged victorious and the nationalist forces were forced to retreat.
They retreated to the island of Taiwan. This division has led to the emergence of the
conflict as to which government is exactly legitimate?

1.4. Social and Cultural differences - Taiwan is a democratic country whereas China is an
autocratic communist country. Taiwanese people believe in democracy and its allied
values of liberty, equality and justice whereas the Chinese believe in no such thing
and the word of the government is the law and absolute obedience is always followed.
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1.5. Dynamic nature of the economies of both countries - China and Taiwan both
experienced massive economic growth in the decades of 1980-1990 and henceforth.
With the economic reforms initiated by Deng Xiaoping and the opening up of the
Chinese stock market, China’s economy went from rags to riches. Taiwan similarly
capitalized by making itself an export oriented economy dealing in electronics and
semiconductors. Both countries are each others’ significant trading partners.
However, this also is a cause of the conflict because China wishes to assert its
dominance upon Taiwan and in doing so looks to take credit for all economical
actions of Taiwan.

4. Analyzing the India-Taiwan Tangent
India-Taiwan ties are gradually improving over years. India and Taiwan established representative
offices in each other’s capitals in 1995 that function as embassies despite having no formal diplomatic
relations. These offices have aided and assisted in high level diplomatic visits and also helped
strengthen the economic and social ties.4

As a part of the said Act East Foreign Policy, India-Taipei Association (ITA) is headed by a senior
diplomat and Taipei Economic and Cultural Centre (TECC) have been established in Taipei and
New Delhi respectively that work towards enhancing the close cooperation between both of these
nations. India primarily exports naphtha, metal and metal products, organic chemicals, and
agricultural products to Taiwan; and its imports from Taiwan include PVC, machinery, organic
chemicals, electrical machinery, ICT products, and solar cells. As far as investment is concerned, by
2018, with a cumulative investment of U$ 1.5 billion, more than 100 Taiwanese companies were
operational in India.5

The relations between NewDelhi and Taipei have been consistently increasing in a mutually positive
and beneficial way. In 2011 Delhi and Taipei signed a “Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement” and
“Customs Mutual Assistance Agreement.” In 2018, both the countries signed a ‘Bilateral Investment
Agreement.’ This growing nature of agreements signed between both the nations and increasing
exchanges indicates a positive relationship between both the countries.

The recent remarks of Taiwan Foreign Minister Jaushieh Wu where he said Taiwan has ‘enormous
appetite’ for expanding ties with India6 is again an indication that the two countries can engage in

6 See: The Hindu - 28th June 2023

5 Taiwan Economic and Cultural Centre in India (TECC)

4 Drishti IAS

https://www.roc-taiwan.org/in_en/index.html
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/china-taiwan-conflict
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mutually profiting endeavors. Areas of cooperation where Taiwan and India can significantly
proliferate their exchanges are Tourism, investment in semiconductor technology, democratic
co-operations. Both the nations could mutually benefit due to exchanges with each other.

5. Study of the Taiwan Conflict- A theoretical perspective of International
Relations
Many theorists have resorted to using the term ‘Frozen Conflict’ to address the situation.
Fundamentally, a frozen conflict is a dispute that stems from disagreement over land and/or its
autonomy and is without formal conclusion or a peace agreement. The conflict is thus mainly ethnic
in nature and is unconcluded.7

Most frequently used of these theories are Liberalism, Realism and Constructivism.
1) Realism - The realist school points out that war is essential tools of statecraft in an anarchic

world. In the present case of the China-Taiwan conflict realism can be applied as follows: The
Chinese government fulfills assumptions of realism by investing in Taiwan and by trying to
establish healthy economic relations with them for furthering their own national interests.
The hidden intention behind it being- to indirectly dominate Taiwan and increase its
dependence and decrease her sovereignty. Both of them act according to their own
interpretation of the ‘One-China policy.’ Overall speaking, the economic and political
interaction between China and Taiwan is extremely calculated, hidden with latent intentions
and used in accordance with the national interests of each of them. It is perfectly in line with
the realist school of thought.

2) Liberalism- According to liberalism, states engage in mutual cooperation and maintain good
relations with other states since the consequences of using hard power and force may destroy
the years of work done in developing friendly relations. Instead there are various individuals,
non-state actors, intergovernmental organizations which all have influence on state policies.
When applying this to the Taiwan conflict, we can say that legally speaking Taiwan is not a
state, even though it has all the characteristics of being one. Taiwan can best be classified as
an ‘interest group’ whose interest lies in securing statehood for the territory of Taiwan.
Overall, the liberal approach has limited application to the Taiwan-China conflict with its
basic premise of cooperation only being met in the economic sense.

7 https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/hitting-the-pause-button-the-frozen-conflict-dilemma-ukraine

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/hitting-the-pause-button-the-frozen-conflict-dilemma-ukraine
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3) Constructivism - Constructivism is the view that the manner in which the material world
shapes and is shaped by human action and interaction depends on the dynamic normative of
the material world. In the present case the application of constructivist approach is such that:
Recent presidents of Taiwan from the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) such as Tsai
Ing-wen(2016- present), Lee Teng-hui(1988-2000), Chen Shui-bian (2000-08) have opposed
relations with China in every sphere possible even though it takes a toll on their economy.
When this behavior is viewed through a constructivism lens, it tells us that the social
structures in Taiwan (in this case presidents and governments of Taiwan) are responsible for
their relations with China. This, together with the fact that with their actions, they try to
pursue their own interests (just not economically), shows that Taiwan is behaving in a
constructivist way, when it comes to politics concerning China.

6. Dispute Resolution- According to war and conflict studies
According to international law and studies of war, conflict and peace; there are a lot of methods for
peaceful conflict resolution. Over the course of many years, these methods were developed to aid and
assist the process of dispute resolution between warring parties. Some of the most prominent
methods for conflict resolution in accordance with international law are pacific settlement methods
of peaceful resolution, judicial methods for peaceful resolution and measures not amounting to war.

A. Pacific settlement of conflict resolution include:
a. Diplomacy- Its the method of influencing decisions and behavior of foreign

governments and people through dialogue and other non-violent means. One of the
ways of resolving the Taiwan conflict is diplomacy.

b. Mediation- It's a process where the warring, disputing parties meet to discuss each
other’s problems alongside a third party which would assist them in reaching the
settlement.

c. Conciliation- It combines inquiry and mediation. It involves particularly a
commission to give a report containing a possible settlement of the dispute.

B. Judicial methods of conflict resolution include: This method of dispute settlement is binding
in nature.

a. Arbitration- Unlike Mediation, the solution suggested by the Arbitrator is binding
upon the parties and has to be adhered to.



11

b. Negotiation- Here, the parties compromise with the intention to arrive at the best
possible outcome mutually.

c. Adjudication- This process would include settlement of the dispute by a properly
constituted international judicial institution and applying the rules of law.

C. Some measures short of war include:
a. Pacific blockade- It is a blockade exercised by a power for the purpose of bringing

pressure on the other party with the aim of bringing it to the negotiating table.
b. Retorsion- It means a rather unfriendly but still a legal act done by another state. It

would involve suspension of diplomatic ties.

In the present of the Taiwan conflict, the ideal way to resolve the dispute by keeping in mind the
principles of international law would be extremely subjective as the parties involved in the conflict
have differing opinions and what would seem to be the solution for one party could not be the same
for the other. It is only through peaceful means that the conflict can permanently be resolved. Use of
force and coercion by any side sparks dissent, mutual hatred and violence towards each other. It is of
paramount importance that leaders on both sides of Taiwan strait act according to the principles of
international law.
However, it is suggested that both sides should conduct a plebiscite in their respective territories as it
is ultimately the will of the people that is the driver of the foreign policy of individual states.
Previously there had been certain solutions proposed to end the Taiwan-China issue at once. There
were solutions such as: States of China, Republic of China, United Republic of China are some of
the solutions that were proposed by policy analysts and think-tanks independently working in both
the countries. However, none of these proposed solutions ever turned into reality. It happened
predominantly because a lot of focus was given to areas such as autonomy, a common constitutional
framework, economy and polity but the core idea of the general will of people was ignored. Hence,
even in today’s times intellectual theorists are trying to find an amicable solution for the problem
that would be acceptable to both the parties. Other than the conflict resolution methods mentioned
above , steps can also be taken in the directions of: Status quo maintenance, peaceful reunification,
two-state solution, people to people exchanges and multilateral talks.

7. India’s stance over the Taiwan Conflict
India is unlikely to respond proactively in case of conflict because the Indian government’s Taiwan
policy is driven by its rather vital interests with respect to China. In other words, the bilateral
relationship with Taiwan remains subordinated to India-China ties. At the international platform,
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India adheres to the ‘One China policy’ and was the second country in the world to give recognition
to PRC only after Myanmar. With China becoming a major power in the 21st century and viewed as
a global competitor to the United States, India very carefully has decided that indulging in relations
with Taiwan slowly over a long course of time would seem like the ideal thing to do.

● The decision to accord full and complete recognition to PRC was recorded on November
17, 1949, wherein the Government of India concluded that this regime the People’s
Republic of China is well established, stable and likely to endure.

● India de-recognized the Republic of China (ROC) and transferred its recognition to the new
regime on December 30, 1949. India’s decision to do so was based on the assessment of the
facts as well as the larger geopolitical scenario in Asia after WorldWar II.

● After the policy decision was taken, India broke off all contacts with the government of
Chiang Kai-shek and focused on building relations with the Communist regime.

It is a popular misconception among Indians that after India recognized the PRC, it took no further
interest in the Taiwan issue. Archival sources unveil a different picture. Following sequence is how
the chain of events unfolded immediately after India’s Independence:

A. Nehru’s Philosophical approach- After the victory of the Communists in 1949, and the
fleeing of Chiang Kai-shek to Taiwan and the consequent efforts by PRC to take Taiwan by
force, Nehru identified the Taiwan question as the danger point because neither party was
prepared to yield. He felt that India must be neutral and form an area of peace. This made
the Taiwan question one of India’s most important foreign policy concerns.

B. India preached Diplomacy- Nehru was clear that both the legal basis and the historical basis
of China’s claim over Taiwan are favorable to the Chinese (PRC) government. The
Americans were aiding Chiang Kai-shek in the occupation of Formosa. Hence, India
counseled moderation.

a. Nehru explicitly wrote, “We have suggested to the U.S. that a clear declaration about
Formosa (Taiwan) would ease the situation.

b. We have suggested to the Chinese Government that any injudicious or provocative
step would be dangerous and should therefore be avoided. But our influence is
limited and the role of the peacemaker is always difficult.”
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C. Stand over Taiwan conflict- Indian Parliamentarian Krishna Menon at the behest of Nehru
conducted talks with Zhou Enlai the then Premier of PRCwhere Zhou assuredMenon that
PRC would immediately cease fire if Taiwan is unified with the mainland. Menon then
engaged in dialogue with the then US President Eisenhower and his Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles thus acting as anMediator.

However, it is worth mentioning that India’s efforts in resolving the crisis were active. India played
the role of a Mediator which is indicative of the fact India was actively involved in Diplomacy.
Nehru’s view was that India, “An independent nation of great potential power… which cannot
disclaim the responsibilities that come with independence,” had an obligation to try and stabilize the
Asian geopolitical situation and prevent the escalation of regional crises into the wider instability of a
hot war that would be to India’s disadvantage.India was also aware that “siding with the United
States would ultimately mean opposition to the PRC, India’s immediate neighbor.”

8. Impact of any conflict in the Taiwan strait upon the Indian economy
According to a study by the Rhodium Group in 2022,8 Taiwan produces 92 percent of the world’s
most advanced logic chips and between 33 and 50 percent of global output in less sophisticated but
still critical chips. Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Corporation (TSMC) also produces 35
percent of the world’s automotive microcontrollers, 70 percent of smartphone chipsets, and critical
components for telecom and medical equipment.
The bottomline being- A blockade of Taiwan by China would severely disrupt semiconductor
exports to India with major impact on key economic sectors. If the West challenges China’s blockade
of Taiwan by imposing economic costs like sanctions, the consequences for India might be worse.

A. First, it would affect all economic activity between India and Northeast Asia (Japan and
South Korea) because the Taiwan Strait would become impassable for commercial shipping.
According to one estimate, nearly 50 percent of global container shipping passes through the
Taiwan Strait.

B. Second, trade between China and the rest of the world would be severely affected because
banks would likely reduce exposure to China in anticipation of western sanctions, in turn
disrupting global trade finance. China accounts for 12 percent of global trade, and about half
of China’s exports represent important parts of the global supply chains.

8 https://rhg.com/research/taiwan-economic-disruptions/

https://rhg.com/research/taiwan-economic-disruptions/
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C. Third, the consequent supply chain disruptions would impact India’s key economic partners
(from both the East and the West). The Rhodium Group study estimated that annual
disruption from a blockade of Taiwan would mean a global annual economic loss of $2
trillion (about 3 percent of the world’s GDP). Other estimates suggest that 7.6 percent of
China’s nominal GDP, 3.7 percent of Japan’s nominal GDP, and 2.1 percent of Europe’s
GDP will disappear.

Therefore, the socioeconomic impact of any conflict in the Taiwan Strait, even a blockade or a
quarantine, might have catastrophic consequences for India.9

9. Recommendations
1. Strengthening of already existing ties-

a. It is recommended that already pre-existing ties with Taiwan be upgraded. It is
recommended that more Bilateral Investment Agreements be undertaken which
would boost mutual trust, partnership and cooperation.

b. For instance, an agreement in 2018 led to the emergence of Taiwan industrial giants
such as Foxconn and Pegatron setting up their bases in India for manufacturing
semiconductors. Such agreements should be encouraged.

c. India’s interests in Taiwan mainly lie in the economic sector. From US$ 1.19 billion
in 2001–02 to US$ 5.7 billion in 2019-20.

d. Hence, It is recommended that economic, political, educational and people to people
exchanges be taken to a further step.

2. Need for review for one china policy-
a. It is recommended that India needs to adopt a much more bold and comprehensive

approach to engage with Taiwan by reviewing the ‘One China policy.’
b. It is suggested that One-China policy be only used by India if China respects the

territorial and integral sovereignty of India.
c. If relations with China don't seem to improve, engaging in more robust relations

with Taiwan, step by step over a prolonged period of time would be the ideal thing to
do.

9 See-What Should India Do Before the Next Taiwan Strait Crisis? By Vijay Gokhale - Carnegie India
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d. India had constantly supported the One China Policy but did not endorse it since
2010 mainly because India uses the policy to make a diplomatic point, i.e., if India
believes in “One China '' policy, China should also believe in a “One India '' policy.

3. Development of robust naval vessels to establish control of Malacca strait and Indian Ocean
and exploring routes other than South China Sea for its own trade -

a. It is recommended that India foster its efforts and create a dominant naval position
for itself in its water bodies.

b. The significance of Strait of Malacca is such that it is extremely proximal to India’s
UT Andaman and Nicobar islands.

c. Malacca strait is the place where approximately 30% of global trade and
approximately 50% of China’s oil trade passes through this gap of one and half mile.

d. Whoever maintains an advantage over the Malacca strait holds an advantage over
global trade.

e. How this can ensure India’s readiness in the Taiwan conflict is that, if China makes
the use of force to take Taiwan, India can create a blockade around the strait and thus
will have bargaining power to make any comments upon the decision.

4. A critical attitude of Chinese actions showing excessive ambition and threatening to use
muscle power has to be developed -

a. It is recommended that India be more vocal in criticizing China’s moves that compels
it to take steps infringing upon the sovereignty of any other country including India.

b. How this can indicate India’s preparedness for the Taiwan conflict is that by being
critical of China’s actions on the global stage, it can garner a lot of support from the
west, especially the US thus increasing support for the Taiwanese cause.

5. Tourism: A game changing sector in India-Taiwan relations -
a. It is recommended that to boost tourism between both countries, the following steps

can be undertaken :
i. Increase of frequency and airlines traveling from India to Taiwan because

only China Airlines (Taiwan’s state-owned airlines), operates direct flights
between Delhi and Taipei.
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ii. Information regarding careers in tourism, offices enabling cross country tours
has to be made readily and easily available in both the countries that will help
the tourists to make well informed decisions.

iii. There are various sectors of tourism such as educational tourism, health and
medical tourism, religious tourism, cultural tourism, etc. that can be very
well developed with joint cooperative efforts from both sides.

b. Tourism is one such sector which is mutually beneficial to the economic growth of
both the nations. Tourism can work to increase these people to people exchanges
between the populace of both the countries. .

6. India should utilize the anti-China sentiment among the EU after the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic and prove itself to be a reliable investment partner-

a. Owing to the Chinese attitude, European businesses are exploring alternative
investment destinations. India should offer itself as a viable partner.

b. Hence, it is recommended that for this to happen, a dialogue between policymakers
on both sides about the potential risks in the Taiwan Strait should be initiated.

c. Balanced discussion is a necessary precondition for the economic security and
prosperity of the whole region.

d. It is suggested that for developing consensus with EU India might consider taking
the following steps:

i. First, both could align their statements to send the message that India’s
concerns are also shared by other countries.

ii. Second, both could raise greater awareness among other countries in the
Indo-Pacific and, more generally, in the Global South, about the potential
consequences of a war in the Taiwan Strait for their economies.

iii. Third, with the EU, India should have focused discussion on “de-risking”
(not decoupling) measures that can be mutually beneficial to both parties.

10. Conclusion
It is important to establish a strong basis for India’s readiness for the Taiwan Conflict. It is the need
of the hour to develop a policy that will be in accordance with the principles of International Law, in
tandem with the national interests of India and fostering strong and warm relations with Taiwan.
Today, the interests of India and Taiwan converge more than ever before. To sustain the momentum
in ties, it is imperative for both countries to make the relations multidimensional and strengthen ties
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at several levels, such as people-to-people contact, business-to-business connections, and
government-to-government ties. The New Southbound Policy and the Act East Policy provide a
framework for India and Taiwan to engage each other, and a consistent and long-term strategy for
engagement will be mutually beneficial.
To conclude, it can be said that it is imperative that India stick to a firm course of action that would
underscore its ability to stand for what is right and what is wrong on global scale, propagate its own
self interest in a way that would be a formidable challenge to China in realizing it aims and ambitions
that go against the policies and spirit of Indian democracy.
Engaging in much deeper and stronger cultural ties and strengthening democratic foundations with
Taiwan. India must time and again make the world realize its soft power. Indian policies for the
Taiwan conflict should make people all over the world believe in India’s commitment to
international peace and security thus realizing the core Indian value ‘vasudhaiva kutumbakam.’
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